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the Purple expects that preference: go next to the Due de Nivernois, to whom you are recommended by several people at Paris, as well as by myself. Then you may carry your other letters occasion-ally.
Remember to pry narrowly into every part of the government of Venice; inform yourself of the History of that Republic, especially of its most remarkable eras; such as the Ligue de Cambray, in 1509, by which it had like to have been destroyed; and the conspiracy formed by the Marquis de Bed mar, the Spanish Ambassador, to subject it to the Crown of Spain. The famous disputes between that Republic and the Pope are worth your knowledge; and the writings of the celebrated and learned Frci Paolo di Sarpi, upon that occasion, worth your reading. It was once the greatest commercial power in Europe, and, in the 14th and 15th centuries, made a considerable figure; but at present its commerce is decayed, and its riches consequently decreased; and, far from meddling now with the affairs of the continent, it owes its security to its neutrality and inefficacy: and that security will last no longer than till one of the great powers in Europe engrosses the rest of Italy; an event which this century possibly may, but which the next probably will, see.
Your friend Comte d'Einsiedlen, and his Governor, have been with me this moment, and delivered me your letter from Berlin, of February the 28th, N. 8. I like them both so well, that I am glad you did ; and still more glad to hear what they say of you. Go on, and continue to deserve the praises of those who deserve praises themselves. Adieu I
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